
 
 

 

 

Dear DSAWM Families, 
 
They say it takes a village, and I knew I found mine when I participated in my first Step Up for 
Down Syndrome Walk. I was awestruck by this organization - families who went out in their 
communities, shared their stories and engaged people in supporting DSAWM, people with Down 
syndrome, and MY daughter. I wanted to do the same, and now I am fortunate enough to do it on a 
regular basis through my Development position here. I am proud to report that DSAWM is on target 
to raise more money this year than ever and it's because of our team fundraisers. Nothing 
resonates more with potential donors than our members sharing their experiences and our 
mission. Thank you! 
 
This Saturday, my daughter joins the first-ever session of The Learning Program™ held in 
Michigan. Evelyn is participating because the literacy, math, speech and motor skills she will learn 
provide a solid foundation for future learning. It is because of DSAWM that Evelyn gets the benefit 
of this research-backed program. While I am celebrating Evelyn and 11 of her peers gaining an 
important leg up that will impact life-long learning potential, I can't help but think of the work still to 
be done. The Learning Program™ is a multi-level system. With enough support, it could grow to 
provide essential education support to students of all ages. With enough support, we could lobby 
our school districts to implement such programs in their classrooms. 
 
This is just one example of the potential that exists with DSAWM. As a parent of a child with Down 
syndrome, I will always be looking to the horizon, the potential for DSAWM to do more - to be more 
- for all of us. This isn't something that happens overnight, and it can't be done by just a few 
people. It takes a village - our village. 
 
We set our sights high for Step Up this year, planning to raise an unprecedented $100,000. We did 
so for two reasons: 1) providing relevant programming and services requires money; and 
2) we are confident that our village can accomplish this goal! 
 
And this is where we NEED you, our members! While we have more teams walking this year, we're 
still missing more than half of our village. If you haven't created a team, please do so. If you can't 
join us on October 10th, you can still support our village. If you can't donate money personally, you 
can share our mission and your fundraising page with your family, friends, coworkers, churches, 
and on your social media platforms. You may be surprised to learn how many people want to walk 
alongside you! If you already have a team, increase your fundraising goal, ask more people to join 
you.  Lastly, we still need volunteers to make Step Up the welcoming fun event that amazes me 
every year. 
 
WE are DSAWM. We are the village for people with Down syndrome living in West Michigan. It is 
up to us to do more. It is up to us to constantly look towards the horizon and chase the 
possibilities. 

With Gratitude, 
 
 
Meredith Lange 
Development Manager 
Down Syndrome Association of West Michigan  
 

  


